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TAGS: SREF 

SUBJECT :THAI ATTITUDE TOWARD BOAT REFUGEES 

1 . UPI ON JANUARY 26 CARRIED STORY THAT COL. KAMOL PRACH- 
UABMOL, A KEY MOI OFFICIAL RESPONSIBLE FOR REFUGEES, HAD 
SAID TO THE FOREIGN CORRESPONDENTS' CLUB OF THAILAND ON 
JANUARY 25 THAT "RTG NAVY PATROL BOATS ARE BLOCKING VIETNAM- 
ESE REFUGEES FROM LANDING" UNLESS THE BOAT IS JUDGED UNSEA- 
WORTHY. 

2. IF KAMOL IS CORRECTLY QUOTED, SUCH A POSITION WOULD FLY 
IN THE FACE OF ALL ASSURANCES RECENTLY PROVIDED TO USG OF- 
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FICIALS THAT IT IS NOT THE POLICY OF THE RTG TO TURN AWAY 
REFUGEE BOATS. THE FACT THAT BOATS MIGHT BE TURNED AWAY BY 
FORCE BY RTG NAVY BOATS PRIOR TO THEIR ACTUALLY ENTERING 
THAI TERRITORIAL WATERS IS A LEGAL FICTION WHICH WOULD HAVE 
NO BEARING ON THE CREDIBILITY OF SUCH THAI ASSURANCES. NEITH- 
ER WOULD SUCH A TACTIC LESSEN THE DAMAGE TO THE THAI HUMANI 
TARIAN IMAGE IF REFUGEES ARE ACTUALLY TURNED AWAY IN THIS 
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FASHION. 

3. EMBASSY SHOULD INFORM THAI GOVERNMENT THAT THE RECENTLY 
AUTHORIZED PAROLE FOR 7,000 ADDITIONAL BOAT REFUGEES WILL 
PROVIDE ADEQUATE RESETTLEMENT OPPORTUNITIES TO ASSIST BOAT 
REFUGEES NOW IN THAILAND WITHOUT RESETTLEMENT OFFERS AND 
THOSE EXPECTED TO ARRIVE OVER THE COMING MONTHS WHO ARE NOT 
ACCEPTED BY OTHER COUNTRIES OF RESETTLEMENT. EMBASSY SHOULD 
URGE THAT BOATS BE ALLOWED TO LAND FOR PROCESSING BY COUN- 
TRIES OPERATING REFUGEE PROGRAMS. 

4. THE UPI STORY QUOTES KAMOL AS CRITICIZING FOREIGN RE- 
SETTLEMENT PROGRAMS AS OPERATING TOO SLOWLY. OBVIOUSLY. 

WE ALL WISH TO SEE REFUGEES MOVED AS EXPEDITIOUSLY AS POS- 
SIBLE BUT WE CANNOT BELIEVE THAT THE RTG WOULD TAKE THE 
POSITION THAT REFUGEES, FOR WHOM RESETTLEMENT OPPORTUNI- 
TIES EXIST. WOULD BE TURNED BACK TO SEA ON THESE GROUNDS. 

NOW THAT NEWLY ARRIVING BOAT REFUGEES ARE GUARANTEED RE- 
SETTLEMENT IN THE U.S. AND OTHER COUNTRIES, IT WOULD BE 
UNACCEPTABLE FOR RTG TO SHIFT TO MAKING SLOWNESS IN REF- 
UGEE DEPARTURES TO COUNTRIES OF PERMANENT RESETTLEMENT 

A BASIS FOR REFUSING ENTRY TO BOAT REFUGEES. 

5. FOR GENEVA: WHILE WE HOPE THAT NEWLY AUTHORIZED PA- 
ROLE WILL STABILIZE THIS SITUATION. WE ARE CONCERNED BY 
RECENT SIGNS OF SERIOUS DETERIORATION IN RTG ATTITUDES 
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TOWARDS AND TOLERANCE OF BOAT REFUGEES. THUS, REQUEST MIS- 
SION TO DISCUSS ON AN URGENT BASIS WITH UNHCR IN ORDER TO 
STIMULATE INSTRUCTIONS TO UNHCR/BANGKOK REP GOODYEAR FOR 
A FURTHER DEMARCHE ON THIS SUBJECT. 

6. BANGKOK 02711 JUST RECEIVED AND DEPARTMENT CONCURS 
COURSE OF ACTION OUTLINED BY AMBASSADOR. VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: REFUGEES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 26 jan 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978STATE021760 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: LROSENBLATT :MM 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780039-0752 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linkl 978/newtext/tl 97801 18/aaaaaouk.tel 

Line Count: 101 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 0e3109e0-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ORIGIN HA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 06 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3706302 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: THAI ATTITUDE TOWARD BOAT REFUGEES 
TAGS: SREF, TH, VM 
To: BANGKOK GENEVA 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/0e3109e0-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



